Executive
MBA HSG
Your Success is Our Passion

Why an Executive MBA?
In an environment with volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity, organizations must rely on the
competencies of people more than ever to sustainably
create value. At the Executive MBA HSG, we strive to
educate our participants to create more value for their
organizations and for society. We are committed to
develop responsible leaders, who are equipped with
the necessary competencies to master global challenges in a sustainable manner.

“There’s no elevator to success,
but you have to take the stairs.”
Prof. Dr. Karolin Frankenberger
Academic Director Executive MBA HSG

One Executive MBA – two paths to success
Executive MBA HSG
The Executive MBA HSG programmes (EMBA
HSG) are rigorous 18 to 20-month General Management programmes which prepare executives to lead the way in a rapidly changing environment by offering an enriching learning environment.
The small class size and continuous group works in

Executive MBA HSG Programme
(German-speaking programme):
The EMBA HSG programme is aimed at executives
who wish to pursue further development in General
Management by acquiring new insights and content
of major relevance to the German speaking regions.
The EMBA HSG programme comprises one- or twoweek modules, most of which are run on campus in St.
Gallen. The EMBA HSG programme consists of core
courses, elective courses, a personal development programme and a final dissertation.The classroom-based
part of the programme aims to leverage the value of
personal interaction, combined with other blended
learning activities such as e-learning preparation modules.

diverse teams allow for meaningful mutual learning,
and participants benefit from being part of an exceptionally enriching cohort with members from different
backgrounds. The modular part-time format enables
students to apply what they learn to their organisation
immediately.

International Executive MBA HSG Programme
(English-speaking programme):
The International EMBA HSG programme is targeted
towards executives who wish to take their career to
the next level with an international focus. The programme aims to learn more about business in a global
environment and comprises core courses, electives, a
personal development programme and a dissertation.
Courses are held in St. Gallen, Beijing, Cape Town, Los
Angeles, Singapore and Stanford to ensure immersion
in different cultures. Participants are given the opportunity to develop an international mindset through our
collaboration with excellent partner business schools
such as Tsinghua University,Antai College of Economics
and Management, the University of California, Irvine
and ESADE Business School.
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Programme Overview

Executive MBA HSG

International
Executive MBA HSG

Language

German

English

Location

St.Gallen & Abroad

St.Gallen, Beijing, Cape Town,
Los Angeles, Singapore & Stanford

Core Courses

12

11

Elective Courses

4

3

Study Time

85 days on campus
15 days off campus
+ thesis

70 days on campus
30 days off campus
+ thesis

Duration

18 months

18 months

Tuition Fee

CHF 67’000

CHF 76’000

Course Structure
Core Courses
In order to succeed in the dynamic economic environment, executives require not only comprehensive
knowledge of general management but also the skills
and vision to rise to the challenges of the contemporary business world. The EMBA HSG core courses
provide this foundation, covering subjects such as Business Transformation, Strategy, Finance, Sustainability,
Economics and Marketing.To complement the on-campus sessions, participants study remotely by means of
state-of-the-art e-learning tools, group assignments,
business projects and essays.

Thesis
To complete their studies, EMBA HSG participants
are required to write a thesis in which they demonstrate their indepth knowledge of a concrete General
Management topic and mastery of the application of
scientific methodology and academic working techniques. The thesis allows participatns to develop competencies as integrative problem solvers, being able to
identify and critically analyse unstructured, complex
and ambiguous management challegend faced by their
organization.

Elective Courses
Participants have the opportunity to individualize their
learning journey by taking electives in areas of particular personal interest. A wide variety of electives, all
designed specifically to complement the EMBA HSG
core curriculum and reflect participants’ development
goals, allow participants to deepen their knowledge or
widen their perspective.

Personal Development Programme (PDP)
In a VUCA environment, sustainable success cannot be
achieved through business knowledge alone: a mastery
of soft skills and interpersonal and intercultural skills
are also vital. We offer many impulses for personal
development over the entire length of the programme.
The aim of the Personal Development Programme
(PDP) is to prepare the participants mentally and physically for their future leadership roles.The PDP offers
a career coaching programme and vitality management.
The structured career development programme gives
access to experts and specialists, who are capable of
providing individual assessment and training to support
participants in defining and achieving their career goals.
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Profile of Participants

38yrs

17yrs

8yrs

Age

Professional Experience

Management Experience

EDUCATIONAL
BACKGROUND

SECTOR

35%
19%
13%
9%
9%
8%
7%

Engineering
Business/Economics
Law
Medicine
Science
Humanities/Social Sciences
Other

20% Industry and Manufacturing
15% Banking, Finance & Insurance
14% Healthcare
8% Consulting
7% IT and Technology
6% Commerce/Logistics
6% Public Administration
5%	Pharmaceutical, Biotech,
Medical Technology
3%	Information/Marketing/
Communication
3% Legal
13% Other

PROFESSIONAL
POSITION IM
UNTERNEHMEN
FUNCTIONS

UNTERNEHMENSCOMPANY SIZE
GRÖSSE

19% Head of Division
15% Project Leader
14% Department Head
13%	Board Member
9% Team Leader
7% CEO
6% Owner/Partner
6% Staff Function
11% Other

62% Large Companies
23% Medium-sized Companies
15% Small Companies
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What makes us unique

High-Quality Content
The EMBA HSG is one of the leading programmes in Europe,
which provides a solid foundation in General Management.
The format is specially tailored to allow participants to enjoy an
intensive and rewarding learning experience.

Our teaching practices are based on rigorous research and robust evidence.This allows our participants to develop the sound
reasoning and critical thinking skills that are necessary for the
participants to be effective and responsible.

Knowledge for Impact
In a volatile and competitive global economy, a company’s most
valuable commodity is knowledge. At the EMBA HSG, we develop leaders enabling them to provide significant, long-term
value for their organizations by optimizing the triple bottom
line: People, Planet and Profit. Moreover, we ensure that executives are equipped with the experience and expertise to
succeed in an increasingly international business environment.

World-Class Faculty
With more than 90 professors, the HSG boasts one of the
largest faculty bodies in the German-speaking regions. Our
faculty members are renowned worldwide for their pioneering research and unique practical orientation.This combination of cutting-edge research and real-world experience
means that our professors are ideally qualified to support
participants in developing innovative concepts and effective
solutions for their businesses.

EMBA HSG Community & Personal Connection
At the EMBA HSG, we cultivate a culture of trust, mutual respect and interaction between students, faculty and the EMBA
HSG team. Our aim is to foster a learning culture that is embedded in the EMBA HSG Community.We believe that personal conenctions with fellow participants enrich the EMBA HSG
learning journey.Weekly social events and activities enable the
participants to strengthen the cohesion of the class allowing
them to reinforce the EMBA HSG Community.

Worldwide Alumni Network
As holders of the EMBA HSG diploma, alumni enjoy a wide
range of benefits of active and influential business networks
in Europe, comprising around 28 ,000 HSG alumni and over
2,200 EMBA HSG alumni. Recent studies have shown that a
quarter of senior executives at Swiss companies were educated at the HSG, underlining the quality and success of our
alumni and the outstanding reputation of the HSG.

A Tradition of Excellence
Founded in 1898, the University of St. Gallen can reflect on
over a century of excellence. We take pride in our history
by educating executives since 1987. The EMBA HSG builds
on this tradition while specifically addressing the challenges
of the future.

Accreditation
The University of St. Gallen holds the distinction of being the
first institution in German-speaking Europe to be accredited by
the world’s leading accreditation bodies, the European EQUIS
and the North American AACSB. These prestigious seals of
quality are official recognition that the HSG meets the most
demanding international standards for teaching, research and
practical application.
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Application Process
Application
The EMBA HSG participants are not only interested
in learning but also sharing their knowledge and experience in an inspirational and supportive environment.
In order to apply to any of our programmes, c andidates
must fulfill the following requirements:
• Recognized undergraduate degree
• Five years of working experience
• Three years of managerial / leadership experience
• Fluency on the language of the programme
(German or English)

Application Process

Application form

Case study & personal interview

Feedback talk

EMBA HSG Scholarships
EMBA HSG Scholarships
Deciding to pursue an EMBA programme requires
substantial investment in yourself and your future. At
the EMBA HSG, you can apply for a scholarship in one
of the categories below as part of the online application process:
• Excellence in Leadership
• Women in Management
• Sustainability
• Entrepreneurship
• Non-Profit Management

Prof. Dr. Karolin Frankenberger
Academic Director Executive MBA HSG
Professor. Dr. Karolin Frankenberger is the Academic Director of the Executive MBA in the Executive School of Management, Technology and Law at
the University of St.Gallen as well as the Director of
the Institute of Management & Strategy of the University of St.Gallen. Prior to this, she was an assistant
professor at both the University of Lucerne and the
University of St.Gallen. Before her academic career,
she worked as a consultant for McKinsey & Company.
In 2004, she received a PhD from the Institute of Management, University of St.Gallen. She was also a visiting researcher at Harvard Business School and the
School of Business at the University of Connecticut
in the same year.
Her research focuses on Business Models, (Digital)
Business Transformation and Sustainability. Her book,
“The Business Model Navigator” has been translated
into several languages and is considered a standard
reference work in the literature of business model
innovation.
Before her academic career, she worked as a consultant for McKinsey & Company. In 2004, Prof. Dr. Frankenberger received a PhD from the Institute of Management, University of St.Gallen, Switzerland, and was
a visiting researcher at Harvard Business School and
the School of Business at the University of Connecticut. Her research focuses on Business Models, (Digital)
Business Transformation, and Sustainability. Her book,
“The Business Model Navigator” has been translated
into several languages and is considered a standard
reference in business model innovation literature.
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